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　Prof.Takem
atu

O
kada

w
asborn

on
A

ugust17,1874,In
H

usa
ofTiba

P

refecture,a
sunny

and
peacefulriverside

tow
n

ofthe

〔G
reatTone'

〕,w
it

hin
forty

kilom
etresofthe

Pacific
coast.W

hen
attending

the
Im

perialU
ni

versity
ofTokyo

asa
studentofthe

C
ollege

ofScience
he

chose
physicsas

hisspecialcourse.A
ftergraduating

in
July

1899,he
w

asappointed
asan

A
ssistantM

eteorologistin
the

C
entralM

eteorologicalO
bservatory

ofTok

yo.Thisw
asatthe

tim
e

w
hen

m
eteorology

in
ourcountry

w
asstillin

itsin

fantstage
underthe

care
ofitsfoster-fathers,am

ong
w

hom
w

e
especially

m
ention

Prof.K
iyoo

N
akam

ura,form
erD

irectorofthe
O

bservatory,and
P

rof.

〔Y
u^jiW

ada

〕,laterD
irectorofZinsen

O
bservatory

in
K

orea.A
tth

attim
e

the
greatm

ajority
ofthe

studentsofphysicscared
little

form
eteoro

logy
and

perhapsno
one

dream
ed

ofthe
developm

entofthisbranch
ofsci

ence
in

thiscountry,a
developm

entreserved
forfuture

accom
plishm

entby

the
hand

ofthisyoung
post-graduate

in
physics.

　The
tasksw

hich
w

ere
entrusted

to
him

w
ere

the
m

ostdifficultones,--n

o
lessthan

those
ofthe

daily
w

eatherforecasting
and

storm
-w

arnings.A
p

hysicistconfined
in

hislaboratory
orlecture

room
can

scarcely
im

agine
th

e
difficultiesm

etw
ith

by
those

w
ho

are
in

charge
ofthiskind

ofw
ork,w

hi

ch
isin

im
m

ediate
connection

w
ith

the
daily

life
ofpeople

w
ho

have
little

orno
understanding

ofthingsscientific.H
e

hashad,indeed,to
endure

not

only
ill-hum

oured
com

plaintsofpeople
butalso

the
m

ostunsym
pathetic

c

riticism
sby

journalistsand
even

by
som

e
scientists.H

e
has,how

ever,stoo

d
m

anfully
in

thisdifficultsituation
by

gradually
im

proving
the

scientific

basisofthe
m

ethod
ofprediction

asw
ellasthe

organization
ofthe

net-w
or

k
system

ofobservation.For

　exam
ple,the

reception
ofobservation

data
f

rom
shipsatsea

w
asfirstputinto

practice
upon

hisinitiative
in

1910,prev

iousto
any

othercountry,ashisinsightprom
ptly

perceived
the

urgentnee

d
ofthism

eansofobtaining
data

from
the

neighbouring
seas,in

view
ofth

e
peculiargeographicallocation

ofthiscountry.O
bservatoriesw

ere
also

f

ounded
atSionom

isakiin
1912,atM

uroto
Zakiand

atShanghaiin
1919

to

facilitate
w

arningsofcom
ing

cyclones.In
the

m
eantim

e,he
feltthe

need

offounding
a

M
arine

M
eteorologicalO

bservatory
fora

furtherdevelopm
e

ntofthe
system

ofprediction
and

succeeded
in

raising
the

necessary
fund

from
am

ong
the

chiefshipping
com

paniesand
ship-ow

ners.The
institute

w
asfounded

in
1919

ofw
hich

he
w

asappointed
the

firstD
irector.M

.S."

〔Syunpu^-m
aru

〕"
(Spring-B

reeze)w
asconstructed

forthe
exclusive

us

e
ofthe

observatory
equipped

w
ith

allthe
instrum

entsand
accessoriesnec

essary
forregularoceanographicalinvestigation.The

resultsofresearch
w

ork
carried

outon
board

thisship
have

been
published

in
a

num
berofR

ep

ortsand
M

em
oirs.O

n
the

otherhand
ProfessorO

kada
w

askeenly
alive

to

the
necessity

ofa
schooldevoted

to
the

thorough
education

ofthe
younger

m
eteorologistsw

ho
w

ere
destined

to
becom

e
the

staffm
em

bersofthe
cen

tralasw
ellasofthe

localobservatories.H
e

therefore
planned

and
founded

an
institution

attached
to

the
C

entralM
eteorologicalO

bservatory
in

w
hic

h
the

studentsw
ere

to
attend

a
system

ofregularcoursesin
differentdepar

tm
entsofphysicaland

m
athem

aticalsciences.A
m

ong
the

listofthe
teach

ersw
e

find
the

nam
esofa

num
berofthe

m
ostem

inentm
eteorologistsoft

hiscountry.In
1919

the
installation

ofthe
w

irelesssystem
form

eteorologi

calcom
m

unication
w

ascom
pleted

in
the

Im
perialM

arine
O

bservatory,for
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the
firsttim

e
in

thiscountry.Furtherdevelopm
entofthissystem

ofcom
m

unication
w

aseffected
by

the
installation

ofthe
sending

stationsatO
kina

w
a,N

aze
and

Isigaki,besidesthose
in

Tokyo
and

〔K
o^be

〕,by
w

hich
th

e
firstforecasting

ofapproaching
typhoonsw

asobserved
and

speedily
rep

orted
to

the
centralstation.

　In
1923

Prof.K
.N

akam
ura

resigned
and

the
chairofthe

D
irectorofthe

C
entralM

eteorologicalO
bservatory

w
asfilled

by
Prof.O

kada
w

hile
atthe

sam
e

tim
e

he
retained

the
directorship

ofthe
Im

perialM
arine

O
bservator

y.　Seism
ologicalobservationsw

hich
w

ere
being

regularly
m

ade
from

the
e

arlierdatesw
ere

established
on

an
entirely

new
statusunderhissupervisio

n,afterthe
bitterexperience

ofthe

〔G
reatK

w
anto^

Earthquake
of1923

〕

,by
im

proving
and

am
plifying

the
instrum

entalequipm
entsin

a
num

berof

selected
localobservatories.The

activity
ofthe

seism
ologistsunderhisgu

idance
m

ay
be

judged
from

the
num

berofthe
im

portantpapersalready
pu

blished.

　To
provide

forthe
rapid

developm
entofaeronauticalpracticeshe

found

ed
a

specialdepartm
entofaeronauticalm

eteorology
in

the
C

entralM
eteor

ologicalO
bservatory

and,connected
w

ith
it,a

num
berofbranch

observato

riesin
the

vicinitiesofthe
chiefaerodrom

esand
also

along
the

m
ain

regul

arroutesofaerialcom
m

unication.

　Those
localobservatoriesw

hich
are

situated
on

islandsorprom
ontories

and
had

been
notoriousforthe

frequentdam
age

incurred
by

exceptionalse

verity
ofcyclonic

storm
son

accountoftheirfrailw
ooden

structuresw
ere

r

ebuiltinto
m

assive
reinforced

concrete
buildings,so

thatthey
could

stand

from
now

on
asundaunted

sentinelsin
the

face
ofraging

typhoons.

　The
M

agnetic
O

bservatory
atK

akioka
w

hich
w

asfounded
by

the
late

Pr

of.K
.N

akam
ura,hasalso

been
reconstructed

and
considerably

am
plified

i

n
itsinstrum

entalequipm
ent.

　The
extentand

variety
ofthe

routine
w

ork
officially

carried
outin

the
C

entralM
eteorologicalO

bservatory
w

ere
conspicuously

enlarged
since

the

day
ofhisdirectorship,asm

ay
be

judged
from

the
increase

in
the

num
ber

ofthe
chairsofexpertsin

charge
oftheirrespective

specialbranchesofw
o

rk,such
asprecipitations,thunderstorm

s,w
irelesscom

m
unications,aerona

utics,agriculturalm
eteorology,terrestrialm

agnetism
,clocks,tidesradiati

ons,library
and

cartography.M
oreover,w

orkshopsw
ere

installed
respecti

vely
forprinting,m

etaland
w

ood
w

orking.O
n

the
otherhand,the

M
ounta

in
O

bservatorieson
H

uzi,Tukuba,and
Ibukiw

ere
eitherfounded

orrecon

structed
underhissupervision.

　In
Prof.O

kada
w

e
find

a
happy

com
bination

ofadm
inistrative

ability
w

i

th
scientific

talent,w
hich

is,asitseem
s,ratherrarely

the
case

atleastin
th

iscountry.W
hile

busily
engaged

in
hisbureau

w
ork

w
hich

hisofficialdut

y
necessitateshe

m
anagessom

ehow
to

find
leisure

to
be

devoted
to

hisfav

ourite
research

w
ork.A

m
ong

hisearlierw
orks,w

e
m

ay
m

ention
hispaper

sdealing
w

ith
the

underground
tem

perature,the
conductivity

ofsnow
,the

evaporation
in

the
Inland

Sea
districts,the

foehn-w
indsetc.H

isexhaustive

investigationson
the

origin
ofthe

rainy
season,"B

aiu,"
isa

genuine
classi

c
in

thisfield.H
isw

ork
regarding

the
typhoon

ofthe
FarEastcom

prisesth

e
fruitsofhislong

practicalexperience
ofprediction

service.Itisinteresti

ng
to

rem
ark

thatthe
m

ostim
portantlaw

ofm
otion

ofcyclonesand
anticy

clonesunderm
utualinfluences,w

hich
he

discovered
and

laterw
asnam

ed
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afterhim
by

Prof.Fujiw
hara,w

asdescribed
notin

any
ofhispapers,butin

hiselem
entary

text-book
ofm

eteorology.

　There
are

also
som

e
ofhispapersofa

m
athem

aticalnature
such

asthos

e
regarding

the
geom

etricalconstruction
forfinding

the
centre

and
track

of

cyclone.Thanksto
hisnaturalsym

pathy
tow

ardsthe
m

athem
aticalschool

ofm
eteorology,a

pleiadesofable
m

athem
aticianshave

risen
up

am
ong

th

e
youngergeneration

ofm
eteorologistsunderhisunw

earying
guidance

an

d
cordialencouragem

ent.

　A
tthe

sam
e

tim
e

he
isdeeply

interested
in

the
practicalproblem

oflong

period
w

eatherprediction,especially
in

connection
w

ith
the

agriculturalp

roblem
ofthe

rice
crop,a

m
atterofm

ostim
portantnationalconcern

in
this

country.A
seriesofpapershave

been
published

by
him

asw
ellasby

hisc

ollaboratorson
the

correlation
ofdifferentm

eteorologicalelem
entsin

the

FarEastand
also

on
the

prediction
ofrice

crops.

The
recentcom

pilation
of"C

lim
ate

ofJapan"
by

Prof.O
kada'sow

n
hand

w
illbe

universally
w

elcom
ed

asan
inexhaustible

source
forreference

ofu

sefuldata
ofw

hich
the

reliability
isinsured

by
hisow

n
nam

e,by
allthose

w
ho

are
engaged

in
any

kind
ofscientific

orpracticalw
ork,asthere

isscar

cely
anything

in
thisw

orld
w

hich
isentirely

free
form

the
influence

ofm
et

eorologicalfactors.H
e

hasalso
w

ritten
a

num
berofexcellentbookson

m
e

teorology,am
ong

w
hich

w
e

m
ay

especially
m

ention
an

elem
entary

textbo

ok
forbeginners,a

treatise
foradvanced

students,a
book

on
rain

and
a

m
a

nualform
eteorologicalinstrum

ents.These
are

notonly
undisputedly

the
b

estofthe
kind

everw
ritten

in
ourlanguage,butthey

m
ay

w
ellcom

pete
w

i

th
those

w
ritten

in
occidentallanguagesby

renow
ned

authorsand,besides,

they
abound

w
ith

m
aterialstypicalofthe

FarEast.

　A
seriesofshortepisodesand

rem
iniscencesby

hisfluentpen
appearsf

requently
in

"U
m

ito
Sora",w

hich
afford

very
interesting

reading
notonly

form
eteorologistsbutalso

forscientistatlarge,being
an

em
bodim

entofl

ong
year'sexperiencesofa

veteran
scientist.

　W
elldeserved

recognition
ofhisachievem

entsasa
m

an
ofscience

issh

ow
n

by
the

factthatin
1924

he
w

asaw
arded

the
Sym

ons'sG
old

M
edalby

the
R

oyalM
eteorologicalSociety

ofLondon
and

in
1925

he
w

aselected
a

n
H

onorary
M

em
berofthe

sam
e

Society.A
gain,in

1931,he
w

aselected
a

M
em

berofthe
Im

perialA
cadem

y
ofJapan.

　Prof.O
kada'sdeep

love
ofscience

isperhapsconnected
w

ith
hisbibliop

hilistic
inclination

w
hich

isw
ellknow

n
am

ong
hisfriends.H

isprivate
coll

ection
aboundsw

ith
rare

booksnotonly
in

the
dom

ainsofm
eteorology

an

d
geophysicsbutalso

in
otherfieldsofthe

naturalsciences.Itseem
sthatt

he
library

ofthe
C

entralM
eteorologicalO

bservatory
ow

esitsrichnessand

am
plitude

to
thisw

elcom
e

propensity
ofthe

D
irector.The

presentw
riter

hasinvoluntarily
acquired

a
w

icked
habitofappealing

atonce
forProf.O

k

ada'sassistance
w

heneverpuzzled
in

search
ofliterature

concerning
som

e

m
atterslying

outsidesofbeaten
tracks.A

gain,hisow
n

love
ofscience

co

m
bined

w
ith

the
cordiality

ofhispersonality
w

hich
isrevealed

in
hisprom

ptassistance
and

kind
encouragem

entgiven
to

any
one

engaged
in

any
kin

d
oforiginalresearch,hasresulted

in
fostering

a
ferventatm

osphere
ofsci

entific
enthusiasm

am
ong

the
youngerstaffm

em
bersofthe

C
entralM

eteo

rologicalO
bservatory

asw
ellasofitsbranch

observatories,w
hich

have
n

ow
risen

to
the

levelofthe
m

ostactive
centresofscientific

research
ofthis
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 country. This latter fact m
ay be recognized also by the rem

arkable activit

y on the part of the m
em

bers of the M
eteorological Society of Japan. Its M

eeting w
hich w

as form
erly held once a m

onth is now
 regularly held tw

ice.

　A
t the age of fifty eight he is still in his prim

e of youthful activities, w
it

h his everlasting zeal in w
eaving together the m

ore and m
ore elaborate net

-w
ork of the w

eather service of Japan, at the sam
e tim

e devoting his spare 

tim
e as ever to his ow

n research w
ork, as it seem

s, as his m
ost favourite h

obby, and never neglecting his care for his beloved foster-children, w
ho fi

nd in Prof. O
kada a director, a teacher, a friend and at the sam

e tim
e their 

m
ost affectionate father. It is m

erely the hum
blest expression of the profou

nd feeling of gratitude on the part of this younger generation of Japanese 

m
eteorologists that they have here undertaken to com

pile the present A
nni

versary V
olum

e and to devote it to the com
m

em
oration of his thirty years'

　service in the C
entral M

eteorological O
bservatory w

ith their heartfelt de

sire that Prof. O
kada m

ay alw
ays continue his activity in good health, on b

ehalf of them
selves as w

ell as for the future prosperity of m
eteorological s

cience in Japan.

　
　
　
　
　
　
　
　(G

eophysical M
agazine, M

ar. 1932)
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ラ
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。
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